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Wombwell Park Street Primary School Reading Policy
“It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their forthcoming secondary education.” (DFE,2014)
At Wombwell Park Street Primary School we are constantly motivated by the belief that the skills gained from reading are invaluable. The opportunity for each child to leave primary education equipped with the skills and strategies to support them in both reading fluently, and interpreting and processing written information, is of paramount importance. We believe that reading underpins the broad curriculum that we offer, and so strive to ensure that through effective teacher modelling and high expectations all children develop the skill set needed to become confident, independent readers.

Aims
We recognise that reading is an area of teaching which is essential to supporting all other aspects of teaching and learning. As such, we recognise that reading is a skill that must be explicitly taught and practised regularly. In order to achieve improved standards in this area, our aims are: 

· To plan for and deliver an effective, embedded and consistent approach to reading across the whole school.

· To ensure that a sharp focus on learning to read from the earliest stages will allow pupils to have maximum access to the wider curriculum.

· To ensure that children are able to read with accuracy, fluency and confidence through effective modelling.

· To gain understanding of read texts and comprehend what is written.

· To select high quality texts which seek to reduce the vocabulary gap.

· To make available a wide range of literature to support children in diversifying the content they are exposed to.
· To develop and sustain a love of reading.

How reading is taught

We have high expectations for the teaching of reading right from entry into school, however reading looks slightly different as children progress through Key Stages. Reading is taught discretely from entry through to Year 6 to support children in acquiring the skills they need, however this is purposefully embedded into daily practice when reading in cross-curricular activities. In EYFS and Key Stage 1, our primary focus for early reading is centred on phonics. This is supported through the fidelity we have to the Read, Write, Inc Phonics approach and ensures that learners progress is revised regularly and small, targeted groupings aim to maximise progress. The Read, Write, Inc program runs for 30 minutes per day in EYFS classes and 1 hour per day in Key Stage 1.  
Once children have demonstrated their phonic knowledge is secure (usually by Year 2), they move towards refining their accuracy and fluency through more challenging texts, whilst simultaneously working to develop their understanding through targeted questioning. To accomplish this, children move away from phonics books, towards high quality, age appropriate texts. Reading is now taught in a whole class context daily for a minimum of 30 minutes where scaffolding and support is used to engage all learners in the text driver and consider different questions which can be asked and how to form accurate responses. By the end of the Key Stage 2, children should demonstrate an understanding of how to respond to different questions including those which link to vocabulary, inferencing, prediction, explanation, retrieval and summarising (VIPERS). 

In addition to daily discrete teaching of reading, children are also given opportunities to read for pleasure through daily reading slots where they can select from a wide range of classroom material, their home readers or personal books. They also participate in daily Story Time where reading is effectively modelled by the class teacher. Both opportunities aim to inspire a love of reading, as well as a deep-rooted appreciation and recognition for books. 
Equal Opportunities, Inclusion and Access
We strongly promote equal opportunities in all aspects of our school life and the same is true of reading. Our belief is that every child should be able to access the provision at our school and this is achieved through teachers adapting their lessons (through a variety of strategies) to meet the needs and interests of the children and fully implement our Inclusion policy. Mr Fidment (SENDCo) rigorously monitors provision to ensure that our Inclusion Policy is implemented across all curriculum areas, all classes and for all children.  Children with Special Educational Needs are supported by EHCP’s as appropriate. Additionally, those who are quick to grasp learning are given opportunities to deepen their understanding in a mastery approach, rather than accelerated through curriculum content.

Planning

Planning is at the forefront of our practice in order to ensure that the teaching of reading is done effectively and to a high standard. Reading in EYFS and Key Stage 1 are planned for daily using the Read Write Inc Phonics Handbook to ensure that the consistency of teaching and learning remains the same in any small grouping. Sessions are progressive in their nature over the course of the school week and build upon previous learning to support progress. All groupings are linked closely to ongoing assessment to ensure that sessions planned are appropriate to the stage of development for every child. 

Once children no longer require phonics intervention, they move to engaging in the whole class teaching of reading with well-selected, high quality texts or extracts. These sessions are planned for weekly and encompass the expectations listed in the National Curriculum 2014 as appropriate. Planning templates are designed with consistency in mind. The first session of the week is a vocabulary-based session, aimed at exposing children to rich, varied and ambitious language that they can explain the meaning of accurately in context. Following this, children will engage in a fluency session which is designed to support students in continuing to refine their skills linked to reading with pace, expression and appropriate intonation. Further sessions are centred around comprehension questions across the key content domains, ensuring children are appropriately taught how to respond to each question style.  Learning is reflected upon post-session to inform future planning accordingly.
Assessment and Reporting
Assessment for learning is at the heart of our practice in English. Children’s reading assessment is an ongoing process which is a combination of both formative and summative assessment. Across EYFS and Key Stage 1, formative assessment is used through teacher judgement to assess any children who may need an additional speed sounds session which forms part of a Same Day Intervention to secure their phonic knowledge. In addition, summative assessment is used on an ongoing basis to check and review what children have retained. This is done through the materials provided in Read, Write, Inc.  To ensure that children have reached an appropriate level of phonic retention, the Phonics Screening Check is administered annually in schools nationally.

As children move away from phonics books, they begin to access age appropriate books as appropriate as well as an additional stage appropriate book should the lexical demands of an age appropriate book not yet be suitable. Stage appropriate books are agreed using the YARC assessment tool which enables teaching staff to assess reading against three core strands; accuracy, fluency and comprehension and generates a reading age which enables a book to be matched appropriately. All children’s progress is monitored on an ongoing basis. Children who need additional support to develop their reading may access 1:1 or small group reading support to further enable progress or may have access to assistive technology such as CPEN’s.  Assessment is recorded formatively to identify and target learners to ensure progress is maintained. Summative assessment is also conducted on at least a termly basis to ensure that teacher judgement correlates to national standards. NFER resources are currently used to ensure assessment is consistent across the school when moderating. At the end of Key Stage 1 children sit a SATs reading paper centred around decoding and comprehending text, this is repeated at the end of Key Stage 2 with Year 6 SATs tests.
Teachers use EAZmag in combination with and National Curriculum tracking documents to monitor pupils’ progress carefully.  Parents are provided feedback on how well pupils are doing in relation to effort, attainment (compared to Age Related Expectations) and progress on a termly basis at Parents’ Evenings. Additionally, an annual report is sent at the end of each academic year along with targets for future development.
Safeguarding, Health and Safety
Teachers complete a risk assessment for any planned activity which presents a potential risk or hazard. Safeguarding children from any kind of harm is our main priority and the importance of teaching children about safe practice as part of their daily lives is incorporated into reading and throughout the curriculum where appropriate.
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