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Every Child Matters! 

December 2020 

Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year TEAM Park Street! 

 

Message of thanks from Mrs Lawson 
Thank you so very much to all of our parents / carers who have supported our school so brilliantly in what has been a tricky,  busy 
and at times, upsetting term.  I can very confidently say that without your trust and support the difficult times would have been so 
much harder for myself and the wider staff team. 

So THANK YOU from the bottom of our hearts. 
 

Park Street children are a credit to you… 
The children have continued to behave superbly this last half term and have continued to brighten our days!  Our staff team feel 
really privileged to work with such bright, responsible and respectful children.  They really have kept us all going!  The children have 
been working hard in their bubbles and are well on the road to ‘catching up’.  The children are taking all of the new systems and 
arrangements in their stride and appear very happy and content in school.  They really are a credit to you! 
 
Wombwell Park Street Primary Parent & Carers Group (WPSP—PCG) 
As always, members of our WPSP—PCG have been working hard to continue to raise school funds, even though they can’t set foot 
in the building!  Thanks to our ‘Halloween Hamper’ donation from TESCO we managed to raise £215!  This money has gone back to 
the children this Christmas time as bubbles ordered their own sweet treats for their Christmas parties.  We have used the same 
model this Christmastime by means of a ‘Hamper Raffle’ and I am so pleased to say that we have raised £578—an astonishing 
achievement.  We are very thankful to have also received a further donation of beers from The Co-op and some of their key        
suppliers, which has then raised a further £170 for school funds!  We will have a good think over Christmas and prepare a plan of 
how it can be spent on the children as we return in the new year.  THANK YOU!  A big thank you to WPSP-PCG members for their 
work in getting items from local shops to raffle off and also to our generous parents who have donated food to school.  
 
Food and presents to the vulnerable 
Thank you also for the many kind donations of food to our school’s ‘Food Bank’ and presents for children.  Mrs Hitchens and Mrs 
Fitchett have been working hard, preparing hampers and bags of food to go to our more in need families.  Mrs Hitchens has also 
been liaising with Wombwell Ward Alliance who are delivering a Christmas box of food to specific families through school, who may 
be in need of such items over the Christmas period.   It is very reassuring and comforting to know schools, parents and external  
organisations work so well together to ensure families and children have what they need at this special time of year.  
 
Staffing Changes 
Our Trust’s Business Director, Mr T Marsh (who is also our school’s Business Manager), is retiring shortly after the Christmas       
holidays.  I would like to express my thanks to Mr Marsh as he has been an integral part of our Leadership Team for many years and 
has done an excellent job.  As a result of this, in the New Year Mrs C Turner our Office Manager will be taking over the role as our 
school’s Business Manager.  I am sure you will join me in wishing her lots of good luck in her new role. 
 
Sticking to COVID-19 Tier 3 rules and Christmas arrangements 
Please can I plead with all parents, carers and children to try and stick rigidly to the Government restrictions which are currently in 
place over the Christmas period.  Please do your bit in trying to protect yourselves, the children, our families and our school as 
much as possible.  We really appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 
 
Please do have a safe, healthy and wonderful Christmas time.  I think it will be a different experience for so many of us this year, but 
hopefully we can all have a peaceful break and enjoy some much needed family time.  I for one am looking forward to some long 
walks with my family, with a few little treats along the way! 

Take care once again and I wish you a very Happy New Year and 2021. 
Kind regards, 
Mrs C Lawson and The Park Street Team x 
 

Christmas Message of thanks from Mrs Lawson 
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You may have seen on the news recently that the Government has changed its plans regarding the statutory tests which will take 
place this academic year in primary schools.  The new arrangements are as follows.  Further information can be found at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/key-stage-1-and-key-stage-2-test-dates 
 
If your child is in Y1 they will take the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ (PSC): 
 
Your child will take a statutory, national test in Phonics this year and will be tested, in school, by members of staff who they know 
well.  This will take around 10 minutes per child and will be done in the most pleasant, fun way possible by our experienced staff 
team!  This is not school’s choice to do this test, it is a National expectation and must be done by all schools in the UK.   These 
checks will be carried out in the week beginning Monday 7th June 2021 (into the week after).  Regular attendance is always good, 
but please ensure your child is in school for this week and the week after and please do not book holidays during this time. 
 
If your child is in Y2 and needs to re-sit the ‘Phonics Screening Check’ (PSC): 
 
If you have been notified that your child needs to repeat the Phonics Screening, they too will be taking the test again in this week 
beginning Monday 7th June 2021 (into the week after).  This will be done in exactly the same way as the Y1 test so again good 
attendance in this week is needed and please do not book holidays during this time. 
 
If your child is in Y2 they would normally take their Key Stage 1 tests, however, this year it is slightly different:  
 
Your child's KS1 tests have been suspended for 2021.  However, as a school within the ECM Trust, we will be administering a past 
paper to help inform the teachers' teacher assessment judgements.  Whilst children work independently in these tests, they will 
still be completed near staff who they know well and feel at ease with, should they need emotional support.   These past paper 
tests will be administered in the month of May 2021.  Please, once again, ensure your child has good attendance in this month and 
please work with us and please do not book holidays during this time. 
 
 If your child is in Y6 they will take some of their Key Stage 2 tests: 
 
Your child will take a series of statutory, national tests in core curriculum areas.  Whilst children work independently in these tests, 
they will be completed near staff who they know well and feel at ease with, should they need emotional support.   These tests will 
be administered during the week beginning Monday 10th May 2021.    

The timetable for 2021 will be as follows: 
Monday 10th May 2021 - Reading paper 
Tuesday 11th May 2021 - Maths Paper 1 and 2 
Wednesday 12th May 2021 - Maths paper 3 
Please note that in 2021, no KS2 children will be taking a statutory SPaG paper. 

 
Please, once again, ensure your child has good attendance in this period of time and please work with us and please do not book 
holidays during this time. 
 
If your child is in Y4 they may take their optional 'Multiplication Tables Check' (MTC): 
 
Your child would normally be required to take their  'Multiplication Tables Check’ (MTC), a new initiative introduced by the        
Government.  However, this has been suspended for 2021.  Schools have the option to administer it, should they wish 
to. Confirmation of this will be sent out to parents in due course.  If it goes ahead, it will take place during a three week window 
from Monday 7th June 2021.   The dates for these assessment are set by the Government and therefore have to be rigidly adhered 
to.  We ask that if your child is in Year 4 then you MUST ensure 100% attendance during these three weeks of testing times.   
 
Please, once again,  ensure your child has good attendance in this period of time  and please  work with us and please  do not book 
holidays during this time.  
  
We  know  so many of  you follow  our school policy of no holidays in term time, which we appreciate.  We also know some parents 
have few  other options  than to book in  term time.  However,  please can we stress how important these tests are to the children, 
staff  and  school.    The  children  in these  year groups  are already  focused  on  their  task  in hand  this  year  and  really  want  to              
succeed!  Staff work so hard to make sure our children make great progress too, it would be a shame if attendance let the children 
down.   
Please be  mindful that the  children are on  a journey throughout the  year and any interruption  to teaching  and learning time will 
set them back, especially if close to or just before the tests. 
 
Should you have any further questions about such matters, please do not hesitate to contact a member of our school’s Senior 
Leadership Team. 

National Tests — Important information and dates to note 
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Park Street helps out Barnsley ICU 

Our Trust’s CEO, Mrs Wilson, asked all ECM Trust schools to help out Barnsley ICU this Christmas time.  They requested 
that the ECM children make pictures and messages of love and care to the poorly people and staff at Barnsley ICU, in the 
hope of spreading a little festive cheer and love.  Of course, our staff jumped at the chance of supporting such a good 
cause and quickly turned around pictures, messages of love, snowflakes and other festive pictures.  Today I have received 
a letter of thanks, which I attach below,—it certainly brings a tear of pride to the eye! 

 

Dear All Staff and Pupils of ECM Trust, 

We would like to thank you all from the bottom of our hearts for taking the time to make the 

amazing Christmas decorations for the Intensive Care Unit and surrounding wards at Barnsley 

Hospital.  

Not only has it lifted the spirits for our patients but also for the members of staff working 

through this difficult Christmas period.  

Each and every picture has been displayed around the wards and they bring a smile to all who 

see them. 

We can’t put into words how much it means to us all, it really is very much appreciated! 

We hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and stay safe. 

Yours sincerely, 

Emma-jo Myers and all the staff from the Intensive Care Unit 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WELL DONE 
TEAM PARK 

STREET! 
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Money raised for Scope Charity — Mindfulness Week 

 

This term we have held a ‘Mindfulness Week’ in 
school, to help support our children’s mental 
health and wellbeing.  This is something we are 
very passionate about at Park Street, but feel is 
even more prevalent at the moment.             
Supporting the children’s and staff team’s    
wellbeing is one of our school improvement 
priorities this academic year.  In order for us to 
do our job well and for children to learn to the 
best of their abilities, we need to be happy,   
content and calm.  This in itself is a challenge 
this year,  I am sure you will agree, but if we 
keep focused on supporting the children and 
each other and use the wider curriculum to 
teach the children coping strategies as we did in 
Mindfulness Week, then hopefully they will be 
well supported and continue to thrive. 

 
WELL DONE TEAM PARK STREET! 

Winter is runner up in Christmas card design competition! 

Winter in Team GG has entered a card design in to a national Christmas card competition at Trust Ford.  On the left is her Christmas 
card design, which she completed in school!  I’m sure you will agree it is a brilliant card! 
 
The competition has been drawn and she has come runner up for the Under 18s —a massive achievement for Winter and one that 
has earnt her some festive gifts as a special reward.  This is a massive achievement and we are very proud of her creativity! 

WELL DONE WINTER! 
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Christmas at Park Street 

 We have tried to make Christmas time even more special than normal this year at Park Street and the children seem to have LOVED 
their activities and special events! 
 
Christmas Lunch—we have somehow managed to successfully ensure our children have had their Christmas lunch and Jumper Day as 
normal.  We need to pay special thanks to our wonderful catering team for this!  Mrs Mumford, Miss Hague and Miss Cooper have 
worked tirelessly with our SMSA team and have organised 350+ scrumptious  dinners!  Thank you very much from all of the children 
and staff! 
 
Christmas parties— we have also been able to  timetable each bubble to have their parties too!  They enjoyed lots of party games 
and lots of sweet treats, which we were able to buy them thanks to the Halloween Hamper raffle!  The children had lovely times with 
their friends! 
 
Panto—every year we organise a Panto to visit school, but obviously this year it had to be slightly different.  Instead all children loved 
watching an online Panto, which they tell me was hilarious.  It is great to know the children still have had the opportunity  to watch a 
‘live’ performance! 

 
THANK YOU TO ALL INVOLVED FOR MAKING IT A LOVELY TIME FOR THE CHILDREN! 

Communication to parents from ISS (our school’s  catering services) 

Dear parents and school staff, 

We understand that during this difficult time the most important thing to you is keeping your loved ones especially your children safe. 
We also share that commitment with you and would like to point out some of the measures we have put in place around the school 
kitchen, preparing and serving of school meals. Hopefully this will ease your mind that during the lunch service at your school out 
objective is to serve your child in a safe environment. 

We have put the following measures in place to help our kitchen staff reduce the risk of spreading the virus 

Regular tool box talks around social distancing and good practices 

Re training of our staff around Covid-19 and how it’s spread 

Touchpoint cleaning in the kitchen, serving and dining areas 

Deep cleaning areas after service 

Kitchen/school specific Risk Assessments around Covid-19 

Internal Risk Assessment reviews performed minimum on a monthly basis 

Covd-19 Site audits performed by our H&S regional subject matter expert 

Regular team meetings and learnings from others about best practices 

With all these in place and a committed workforce we endeavour that every meal we serve is safe. I hope this message has         
somewhat reassured you that we are doing our upmost to keep everyone safe and provide healthy, nutritional school meals for your 
children.  

Thank you for your time and attention, 

ISS Catering Services 

COVID-19 Information 

Thank you to all parents and carers for their continued efforts in following the new arrangements and procedures on school site, to 
allow for social distancing.  It is most appreciated by our staff team .  It has been lovely to receive positive comments regarding the 
strict systems which we have put in place for all of our safety. 
 
Thank you also for reading our communication carefully and for working so well with our Admin team when you suspect your child or 
a household member may have symptoms of COVID-19.  Your co-operation has shown our school that you are taking the situation 
very seriously.  You having this stance and working with us well really helps to comfort our staff team—THANK YOU.  Whilst I know 
wearing masks is not always ideal, we continue to be thankful to you for wearing them when on school site and helping to protect 
each other.  Please continue this in the new year. 
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Please find below a letter from our delightful Year 6 bubble, Team LL.  We have completed this as a shared 
write this week  and we wanted to share with you the class’ thoughts, reflections and thanks to the wider 
school community—get your tissues ready!  We also wanted to celebrate the progress they have made in 
writing since returning to school. 

Christmas message of thanks from our wonderful Year 6 children—Team LL 
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Please read below to see the wonderful things that Laila has been up to recently! 

Well done to Laila in Team GG 
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Our remaining Inset Days for this academic year are listed 
below. 

Friday 28th May 2021  
Monday 19th July 2021  
Tuesday 20th July 2021  

 
Please note that the Inset Days for 2021-22 will be decided 

upon at the end of the Spring / beginning of the summer 
term in line with the wider Trust. 

Thank you 

INSET DAYS 2020-21 

Contacting School 

 

Wombwell Park Street Primary School  

Park Street  

Wombwell 

Barnsley 

S73 0HS 

Phone: 01226 752029 

Email: parkstreet@ecmtrust.co.uk 

Website: www.wombwellparkstreet.co.uk 

Twitter: @WombwellParkSt 

Contact Details 

Safeguarding is very important at Park Street.  

If you have any concerns / issues please contact us and speak 

with:  

Mrs Lawson or Mrs Longden  

(Designated Safeguarding Leads)  

Mrs Hitchens or Miss McGinnes  
(Deputy Safeguarding Leads) 

Also available to speak to regarding welfare and  
wellbeing issues are:  

Mrs Vaughton (Lead SENDCo) /  
Mrs Turner (Business Manager) /  

Mr Fidment (SENDCo) 
 

Safeguarding 

Lost Property 

Please always ensure your child’s name is in their uniform. 
 
Also, please could you check your child’s uniform this holiday 
and ensure you have no uniform (cardigans and jumpers 
mainly) at home that have another child’s name in them.  We 
have a number in different bubbles that are misplaced, but 
with bubbles not really leaving their classrooms, it is difficult 
to pin point exactly where else these could be! 
 
Your support in this would be appreciated—if you realise you 
do have another child’s uniform at home, simply hand it in to 
the main school Office. 
Many thanks. 

Has anyone seen a lost red coat? 

Owen in Team LG has lost his coat.  It was last seen on the   
playground one lunch time, quite a few weeks back now.  It 
is red and has fur around the hood. 
 
PLEASE can I ask that families check their child’s bags and 
your households to make sure that your child hasn’t taken 
the coat home by accident. 
 
If you do locate it, simply hand it in to the main school 
Office. 
 
Many thanks. 

In the first instance, if you have any questions, queries or issues you should contact your child’s class Teacher or Teaching Assistant.  

This can be done in the morning, if you drop off, or by phoning the school.  If they unable to take your call due to them teaching, 

you can leave a message with our Admin team who will ask them to call you back at a convenient time.  Alternatively, you could       

e-mail parkstreet@ecmtrust.co.uk and request them to call you back.  We also have a Parent Support Advisor, Carol Hitchens, who 

could help you too. 

 

If your issues are not improving, then please do contact a member of our  Senior Leadership Team as follows: 

Mrs Lawson—for anything 

Miss McGinnes—issues in EYFS and KS1      

Mrs Longden—issues in KS2 teams               

Mrs Vaughton / Mr Fidment—issues around Special Educational Needs 

Mrs  Turner—issues around school businesses and attendance  

 


