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Monday 22nd March 2021 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

COVID-19 Information – please note 
 

As you will no doubt be aware, we have had a little bit of a challenging few weeks at Park Street, relating to 
COVID-19.  Thank you so much for all of the parental support you have shown – it is massively appreciated.  
Apologies for the length of this letter, but I want to keep you ‘in the loop’ as much as possible and reassure 
you we are doing all we can to keep us all as safe as we can. 
 
Ten days ago, we had to close Team AF (Mr Fidment’s Y5 bubble) because a child tested positive for 
COVID-19.  This closed the class of 23 children and meant that the children and six members of staff had to 
self-isolate as contacts.  They have returned back to school this Monday 22nd March 2021.  So far, there has 
been one further case which could be linked to this bubble closure amongst the bubble families (but of 
course this may not be the case at all).  Hopefully the measures taken by families and school have helped to 
stop any further spread. 
 
Then this last week we had to close Team LL (Mrs Longden’s Y6 bubble) because a child tested positive for 
COVID-19.  This closed the class of 34 children and meant that the children and four members of staff had to 
self-isolate as contacts.  This bubble closure includes both myself and Mrs Longden as contacts – so the 
school is ‘Headless’ and ‘Deputy Headless’ at the moment!  Other Senior Leaders and staff have stepped up 
in school and are doing an amazing job at dealing with the daily organisation, business matters, parents and 
children and I can’t thank them enough for this.  This bubble will remain off until after the Easter holidays, 
finishing their isolation at the end of this week.  At the moment and on the whole, the children, families and 
staff are OK and there are no further suspected or confirmed cases to date.  Obviously, we will continue to 
monitor this very closely over the coming days. 
 
There are also two other positive child cases in school, however these have not closed a bubble as the 
children have not been in school recently.  All of these cases have been reported to the Local Authority, 
Department for Education and Public Health England, in line with national and local guidance.  The cases 
have then been forwarded on to the Yorkshire and Humber Public Health team who I have been working 
closely with, from home, over the last five days.  They have confirmed that as a school we have done and 
continue to do everything we can to protect the children, staff and families as best that we can – which is of 
course reassuring to know.  Obviously, families and children are going to test positive and this is going to 
happen – it is absolutely no one’s fault what so ever!  The important thing is that everyone remains safe and 
well and the children can continue their remote learning at home.  I simply PLEAD with families to follow the 
rules so you know you have done everything possible to keep our local community as safe as possible.  The 
numbers for Barnsley appear very high when compared to national figures at the moment – please do your 
bit. 
 
We are currently seeing a higher than ‘normal’ number of parents and family members showing symptoms or 
testing positive and we are moving as quickly as we can to self-isolate children and families when we hear of 
such cases, following the Government guidance exactly.  Some parents may feel that this approach is over 
the top, however, this is about keeping people alive and I honestly believe that rules and guidance are there 
for a reason, so they MUST be followed. 
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This approach to following the rules exactly is also helping our staff to feel more comfortable and confident 
when in their work place, which is massively important to myself and our Governing Body.  So all families 
have got the consistent and clear messages, please take the time to read the following points. 
 

• If you or a household member shows a symptom of COVID-19 then you MUST book a PCR test for 
yourself / the house hold member.  ALL of the household (including your child) MUST isolate 
(including any support / child care bubble that has been in contact with them in the previous two days) 
and your child MUST NOT come in to school until the test result comes back as negative or you all 
finish your 10-day isolation if it is positive.  At the end of this letter is a useful document which outlines 
who needs to self-isolate and for how long, should any member of the household and support/child 
care bubble test positive. 
 

• If you or a household member shows symptoms, then you must book a PCR test and NOT an LFT.  
The LFTs are designed to pick up asymptomatic carriers and are not as reliable as PCR tests. 

 

• A positive LFT will close a bubble temporarily, but a full PCR is needed after this to confirm this is the 
case. 

 

• If you have to self-isolate because you are a contact, then please notify the school and discuss it with 
our Admin or Senior Leadership teams and we will work with you to organise an alternative 
arrangement for dropping your child off and picking them up, if needs be. 
 

• If your child is self-isolating, please do not send them to school to pick up other siblings, or let them 
‘play out’ / go to the park.  Such behaviour could potentially spread the virus exponentially. 

 

• School has a small stock of postal PCR tests which we may be able to drop off for you, if you can not 
book a test or get to a testing site (our nearest one is in the centre of Wombwell in the car park at the 
top of George Street). 

 

• LFTs are available for adults to collect from various places in Barnsley (car park at the top of George 
Street being our closest). 
 

• At this stage, following the most recent guidance, children of primary school age do not have to follow 
the LFT twice weekly testing system which the majority of staff are.  However, as we have seen in the 
case of our Year 6 bubble closure, doing so has helped massively to stop any potential spread as the 
child, so far, has been totally asymptomatic.  They are not always the most pleasant of experiences, 
so I understand parents may not want to put their child through it, but this proves it could be useful. 
 

• If your child’s bubble closes and you choose to do an LFT on your child – and it is negative, they still 
can’t return to school.  After you are a contact, symptoms can develop from any day up to day 10, so 
it is really important that your child continues to self-isolate.  Also, the LFT tests are not thought to be 
as reliable as a PCR test. 
 

• If you or your child develops symptoms and has to have a test over a weekend or holiday, then 
please always notify us on the following email address: parkstreet@ecmtrust.co.uk.  Our Senior 
Leadership Team check this regularly over the weekend / holidays, just in case any news means we 
have to isolate bubbles of children and staff.  This allows us to act as quickly as we can and keep as 
many people as safe as we can.  It also matters to us because we care about you all!  Your support in 
this is appreciated. 

 
 
The main three symptoms of COVID-19 are overleaf.  You may have all three of these or just one of them – 
you would still be eligible for a COVID-19 PCR test.  If you tell us your child has any of these symptoms – or 
we witness any of them in school, then you will be asked to organise a PCR test for your child OR your child 
and the whole family would need to self-isolate for 10 days.  An LFT is not sufficient. 
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• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 
need to measure your temperature) 

• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 
You can find out more about the symptoms and how to book a test using the following link: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 
 
General reminders for school: 

• Please try your best to stick to the times below and do not arrive too early on school site.  This can 
lead to groups congregating.  Even if you have had your vaccine, you can still carry the virus and 
spread it and there are a lot of us out there that haven’t yet received their first vaccination. 

Nursery: 
8.15-11.15am / 12.30-3.30pm 
Years 1 – 6: 
Flexible drop off – 8.30-8.50am 
Flexible pick up – 3.05-3.25pm (with Years 4-6 being walked down the drive by staff at 3.15pm, unless you 
arrange otherwise with your child’s class staff) 
 

This system can work well and I thank staff for working an extra 20 minutes each day to make this 
possible. 

 

• Please try not to congregate at the bottom of the school drive as it makes it tricky for other parents 
and the local community. 

• Even if your child is not self-isolating, they should still not be socialising with their friends outside of 
school – only one person is allowed to meet another person from a different household outside in a 
public space.  I recognise that children will find this hard, but as parents we need to ensure we are 
protecting our children and families and our child’s school.  Other ways such as face time and making 
more time for ‘family time’ are essential for us all.  Hopefully the nice weather (which surely must be 
around the corner) will help us all and encourage us to get in the garden and soak up a bit of Vitamin 
D! 

 
As a school we are doing everything in our powers to make Park Street fun, enjoyable, purposeful but as 
safe as possible too.  Please help us to help each other and you as families and stick to the rules.  I know so 
many parents are following them and appreciate these messages being sent from school, as do staff. 
 
I hope to see you very soon back on the school drive.  Should you need to speak to me directly then of 
course simply phone the school and our Admin team will pass the message straight on to me and I will call 
you back!  I am still very much working! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs C Lawson 
Headteacher 
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