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BROADENING YOUNG MINDS 

As you can see, we are passionate about reviewing our provision to ensure our 
children have the best experience of reading. We also want to broaden their 
exposure to different types of texts or authors. To such ends, we have provided 
each year group with an “acclaimed author” who they will research over the course 
of the academic year. We will aim to share their stories through either our whole 
class readers or our dedicated story time. We will also make these authors a focus 
point in reading based celebrations such as World Book Day. Through broadening 
the books that children engage with, we hope they will find a book that perfectly 
suits them and become enthralled by the wonder of words. If that were the case, 
our story chair would be the perfect place to enjoy their new love of reading!   

  

DEVELOPMENT OF KEY AREAS 

 Library Layout 
We have been working hard to make our library more appealing to the pupils in school. 

To do this we have taken feedback from our school body and used this to implement 

changes that will enable children to make better use of this central area. 

Home Readers 
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With reading being a key contributor to unlocking understanding to the rest of the 

curriculum, we have moved away from book bands and towards year group 

appropriate texts. Through doing this, all children will be exposed to books at their 

level as well as age related standards.  



 

HOW IT WILL WORK  

The Library 
Our library area has now been sorted into baskets which are linked to topics 
covered through the National Curriculum. This has been a huge undertaking which 
started towards the end of last academic year. Our Junior Reader Leaders were 
keen to get involved and help ensure that all children could suitably access any 
type of book they required. Our books have been numbered and baskets labelled 
to help encourage our students to correctly sort them after use. As with any good 
library, our intention is that we will continue to purchase new books linked to 
learning throughout the school year.  

 

Topic books specific to classes 
In addition to the vast content coverage that the library now offers, we have also 

spent time working as a school to develop a bank of additional literature which is 

specific to each class. Our topic specific tubs feature books which are suitably 

pitched to a given class and based around their three main topics for the year. As 

such, this provides children with Science, Geography and History books in one 

handy place. We hope this will encourage them to be independent enquirers into 

their current or upcoming learning. 

 

 

  

CONTINUED… 

Home readers 
At Wombwell Park Street, we pride ourselves on continuing to reflect on the ways we 
can best support our learners in being confident, competent and independent readers. 
For many years we have used a book-banded approach, however, we feel that it is 
important that ALL children are exposed to texts which are in line with their Age Related 
Expectations, as well as books at their own level of development. To support this, we 
have reclassified our books into year group appropriate texts. Using this new approach, 
we aim to ensure that all children take home a year group related book in order to 
broaden their understanding of genres, plot structures, vocabulary and syntax at an age 
appropriate level. For any children who may require consolidation of skills such as 
accuracy and fluency at an earlier stage, they will also be sent home with a second book 
from a given stage to enable them to feel confident as a reader. We encourage parents 
to share in reading books with their children at home as we firmly believe such quality 
time is instrumental in developing pleasure for reading amongst our student network. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Intervention/group readers 

For any children who may work closely with a member of staff on their reading we have 

also updated our range of school based learning books. These offer shorter texts but 

still at a suitable lexical level so that children can complete short intervention sessions 

to further develop or refine their reading skills. 
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