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WHOLE SCHOOL SUBJECT OVERVIEW 

SUBJECT:        MUSIC                     SUBJECT LEADER:  Mrs Louise Longden  

YEAR GROUP FOR FULL DETAILS OF HOW EARLY LEARNING GOALS ARE TAUGHT AND ASSESSED REFER TO EYFS PLANNING OVERVIEWS 

EYFS 
 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN 
Being Imaginative and Expressive ELG: 

 
Children at the expected level of development will: - Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 
teacher; - Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs; - Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, 
and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music. 

Themes for Learning 
providing the context 
for music provision. 

Autumn 1- Marvellous Me Autumn 1- Marvellous Me 

Summer 2- Around the World Summer 2- Around the World 

Autumn 1- Marvellous Me Autumn 1- Marvellous Me 

 

Y R/1, 1 & 2 
DELIVERY METHOD: Music may be timetabled weekly and blocked in preparation for performances or as part of projects running over more sustained periods of time. 30 minute weekly listening and appraising and singing for KS1 in the hall. 

ENRICHMENT/EXTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES: May include opportunities such as: celebration assemblies and performances, local and national events and competitions, workshops, attending internal and 
external shows and performances, opportunities to work with and talk to professionals, school clubs and visits. 
OUTLINE OF TERMLY LEARNING THEMES – Description 
of historical content and context 

 NC CONTENT: CONTENT, KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
What pupils will be taught to do, know and understand 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
 

KEY VOCABULARY 
CLASS TEXTS 

Y R/1, 1 & 2 YEAR A 
AUTUMN:  
Ya What is weather like around the world? 
Composing weather soundscapes. Exploring Duration. 
Weather celebration assembly. Learning, rehearsing and 
performing songs and music for Christmas Nativity play. 
Charanga: Me!    Our World! 
SPRING: 
 Ya What was life like in a castle? 
Medieval music, adding actions to music for a medieval 
banquet. Exploring pitch. Celebration Medieval banquet 
Charanga: Rhythm in the way we walk/ Banana rap 
SUMMER: 
 Ya. How do plants and animals grow?  
Arts week 
Environmental soundscapes 
Charanga: In the Groove! Reflect, Rewind and Replay 
 
 

Y R/1, 1 & 2 YEAR A (For R pupils refer to relevant ELG) 
Y 1  

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 
recorded music 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions 
of music 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions 
of music 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 

Y2  

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and 
recorded music 
experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions 
of music 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

LISTENING AND APPRAISING 

Y1 

 I can sort and name different sounds and I am 
beginning to use simple musical terms (louder/quieter, 
faster/slower, higher/lower) 

 I can recognise the sounds of the percussion 
instruments used in the classroom and identify and 
name them.     

Y2 

 I can recognise different qualities of sound (timbre) 
and use some technical musical vocabulary to 
describe.    

MAKING EXPLORING AND COMPOSING 

Y1 

 I can imitate a rhythm pattern on an instrument 

 I can add chosen sound effects at an appropriate 
moment in a story or song 

Y2 

KEY VOCABULARY (to 
be introduced over KS1 
and revisited over the 
phase) 
Y1 (words introduced 
and used) 
Pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
rap, improvise, 
compose, melody, 
bass guitar, drums, 
decks, perform, 
singers, keyboard, 
percussion, trumpets, 
saxophones, Blues, 
Baroque, Latin, Irish 
Folk, Funk, pulse, 
rhythm, pitch, groove, 
audience, imagination. 
Y2 (words introduced, 
consolidated and used) Y R/1, 1 & 2 YEAR B 

AUTUMN: 
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 Yb What is it like in different parts of the UK? 
Exploring traditional music from around the UK. French 
songs. British Isles celebration event. Learning, rehearsing 
and performing songs and music for Christmas Nativity 
play. 
Charanga: You! 
 
SPRING:  
Yb. Why are these people famous? Linked to Great Fire of 
London  
Exploring the structure of songs further, exploring rhythm 
and percussion, introducing pitch.  
Charanga: Round and Round. Hands, Feet, Heart 
SUMMER: 
 Yb Which plants and animals live at the seaside?  
Exploring nature, animals and songs for a celebration 
assembly. Developing use of untuned percussion.  Arts 
week 
Charanga: Zootime. Reflect Rewind Replay. 
 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions 
of music 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions 
of music 

KNOWLEDGE  

 that we can move with the pulse of the music 

 that the words of songs can tell stories and paint pictures 

 songs have sections 

 a performance is sharing music 

 to be able to move to music, perform and talk about  

 improvisation is making up your own music on the spot 

 composing is writing a story with music 

 performance is sharing music with other people called an audience 

 songs have a musical style 

 songs can have a chorus and response/answer part 

 music has a steady pulse, like a heartbeat. 

 we can create rhythms from words, our names, favourite food, colours and animals  

 rhythms are different from the steady pulse  

 when we add high and low sounds, pitch, when we sing and play our instrument 

 name the untuned percussion instruments used in class 

 I can compose a short melodic phrase with a beginning 
middle and end.   

 I can compose music that has long and short sounds 
and or changes in tempo in small groups. 
      

PERFORMING SINGING AND PLAYING 

Y1 

 I can sing songs in different styles 

 I can co-ordinate actions or a sound (clapping, 
stamping etc.) on the steady beat whilst singing 
   

Y2 

 I can demonstrate some confidence in performing as a 
group, with increasing accuracy of pitch. I can sing 
words clearly and breath at the end of phrases 

 I can play instruments with control e.g. maintaining a 
steady beat getting faster/louder. I can perform a 
rhythm accompaniment to a song. 
 

 

Keyboard, drums, 
bass, electric guitar, 
saxophone, trumpet, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
improvise, compose, 
audience, question 
and answer, melody, 
dynamics, tempo, 
perform/performance, 
audience, rap, Reggae, 
glockenspiel. 

CONCEPTUAL/CROSS-CURRICULAR  LINKS: 
GEOGRAPHY: Linking music to geographical and cultural roots 
HISTORY: Chronology of music. What music of each era conveys about the time. 
SCIENCE:  How sound is made. Classification of sound. Associating different sounds to different animals. 
PSHE/RE:  The importance of music in the world’s religions. The part music plays in festivals and cultural identity 
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Y 2/3 & 3 
DELIVERY METHOD: Music may be timetabled weekly and blocked in preparation for performances or as part of projects running over more sustained periods of time. ENRICHMENT/EXTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES: May include 
opportunities such as: celebration assemblies and performances, local and national events and competitions, workshops, attending internal and external shows and performances, opportunities to work with and talk to professionals, school 
clubs and visits. 

OUTLINE OF TERMLY LEARNING THEMES – Description 
of historical content and context 

 NC CONTENT: CONTENT, KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
What pupils will be taught to do, know and understand 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
 

KEY VOCABULARY 
CLASS TEXTS 

Y 2/3 & 3 YEAR A 
AUTUMN 
Ya, How does South America compare to Wombwell? 
Singing, listening and appraising. Creating music for a 
samba celebration. 
Charanga: I Wanna Play in a Band 
Christmas practice for a performance 
(Nativity/Christmas performance assembly) 
 
SPRING 
Ya.What as life like in Britain from the Stone Age to the 
Iron Age? Tribes, hunting, gathering, farming and 
lifestyle  
Why did the Romans invade Britain? Who was Boudicca 
and why is she famous? 
Exploring mood linked to film  
Charanga:  Let Your Spirit Fly  Glock 1 
 
SUMMER 
Ya – What do plants and animals need to be healthy? 
Charanga: Three Little Birds  Glock 2 
Arts Week 
 

Y 2/3 & 3 YEAR A 
Y2  

 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music 

experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 
music 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 
music 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 

 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 
music 

Y3 

 use and understand staff and other musical notations  

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 
from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

 develop an understanding of the history of music 
 
KNOWLEDGE 

 improvisation is making up your own music on the spot 

 composing is writing a story with music 

 performance is sharing music with other people called an audience 

 songs have a musical style 

 songs can have a chorus and response/answer part 

 music has a steady pulse, like a heartbeat  

 we can create rhythms from words, our names, favourite food, colours and animals 

 pulse: Finding the pulse – the heartbeat of the music  

  Rhythm: the long and short patterns over the pulse   

 Know the difference between pulse and rhythm  

 Pitch: High and low sounds that create melodies 

LISTENING AND APPRAISING   
  

Y2 

 I can recognise different qualities of sound (timbre) 
and use some technical musical vocabulary to 
describe. 

Y3 

 I can recognise aurally wooden, metal, skin percussion 
instruments and begin to know their names. 

 I can use some key musical language to describe what 
happens in my own composition.    

MAKING EXPLORING AND COMPOSING 

Y2 

 I can compose a short melodic phrase with a beginning 
middle an 

 I can compose music that has long and short sounds 
and or changes in tempo in small groups.  

Y3 

 I am also beginning to explore symbols to represent 
sound including graphic scores and traditional 
notation. 

 I can compose music that has a recognisable structure, 
beginning middle and end (verse, chorus). I can 
compose music that uses repetition/echo 
    

PERFORMING SINGING AND PLAYING   

Y2 

 I can demonstrate some confidence in performing as a 
group, with increasing accuracy of pitch. I can sing 
words clearly and breath at the end of phrases 

 I can play instruments with control e.g. maintaining a 
steady beat getting faster/louder. I can perform a 
rhythm accompaniment to a song. 

All vocabulary from 
KS1 to be revisited and 
consolidated) 
Y2 (words introduced, 
consolidated and used) 
Keyboard, drums, 
bass, electric guitar, 
saxophone, trumpet, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
improvise, compose, 
audience, question 
and answer, melody, 
dynamics, tempo, 
perform/performance, 
audience, rap, Reggae, 
glockenspiel. 
Y3 (words introduced, 
consolidated and used) 
Structure, 
intro/introduction, 
verse, chorus, 
improvise, compose, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo, dynamics, 
bass, drums, guitar, 
keyboard, synthesizer, 
hook, melody, texture, 
structure, electric 
guitar, organ, backing 
vocals, hook, riff, 
melody, Reggae, 
pentatonic scale, 
imagination, Disco 
 

Y 2/3 & 3 YEAR B 
AUTUMN 
Yb. Where are the most famous national and 
international mountains and rivers? 
Charanga: Christmas practice for a performance 
(Nativity/Christmas performance assembly) 
 
SPRING 
Yb. What was life like in Britain from the Stone Age to 
the Iron Age? Technology and Travel 
Who were the Romans and why did they invade Britain? 
Charanga: The Dragon Song  Glock 1 
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SUMMER 
Yb What is life like in the seas and oceans?  
Singing listening and appraising underwater theme – 
creating a soundscape composition. 
 Charanga: Bringing Us Together Glock 2 
Arts Week 

 rhythms are different from the steady pulse 

 when we add high and low sounds, pitch, when we sing and play our instrument 

 name the untuned percussion instruments used in class 

 how to find and demonstrate the pulse 

 name instruments played in a song 

 the difference between pulse and rhythm 

 singing in a group can be called a choir 

 a conductor leads a choir 

 some ways music can be recorded or noted 

 

Y3 

 In addition I can sing longer phrases with accuracy. I 
understand posture, breathing and diction are 
important and demonstrate this when singing. 

 I can maintain a melodic or rhythmic ostinato to 
accompany a song. I can used tuned percussion with 
increasing confidence.  I am beginning to demonstrate 
an awareness of others when I perform. 

CONCEPTUAL/CROSS-CURRICULAR  LINKS: 
GEOGRAPHY: Linking music to geographical and cultural roots 
HISTORY: Chronology of music. What music of each era conveys about the time. 
SCIENCE:  How sound is made. Classification of sound. Associating different sounds to different animals. 
PSHE/RE:  The importance of music in the world’s religions. The part music plays in festivals and cultural identity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Y 4, 4/5  &  5 
DELIVERY METHOD: Music may be timetabled weekly and blocked in preparation for performances or as part of projects running over more sustained periods of time. ENRICHMENT/EXTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES: May 
include opportunities such as: celebration assemblies and performances, local and national events and competitions, workshops, attending internal and external shows and performances, opportunities to work with 
and talk to professionals, school clubs and visits. 

OUTLINE OF TERMLY LEARNING THEMES – 
Description of historical content and 
context 

 NC CONTENT: CONTENT, KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
What pupils will be taught to do, know and understand 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
 

KEY VOCABULARY 
CLASS TEXTS 

Y4,4/5&5 YEAR A: 
AUTUMN 
Ya Where would you like to visit in Europe?  
Singing, listening and appraising focus on 
European country theme. Y4 Ukulele Y5 Glock 
2/3 
Charanga: Happy 
 
SPRING 

Y4,4/5&5 YEAR A: 
Y 4 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 
playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 
expression 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 use and understand staff and other musical notations 

LISTENING AND APPRAISING. 

Y4 

 I can identify whether a song has a verse/chorus or call and 
response structure. 

 I can also recognise and discuss the combined effect of layers 
of sound when listening to my own arrangements, 
compositions and recordings. 

Y4 (words introduced, 
consolidated and used) 
Keyboard, electric guitar, bass, 
drums, improvise, compose, 
melody, pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo, dynamics, texture, 
structure, compose, improvise, 
hook, riff, melody, solo, 
pentatonic scale, unison, 
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Ya Who were the Anglo Saxons and Vikings? 
Ancient Greeks Culture and Beliefs 
Y4 Ukulele Y5 Glock 2/3 
Charanga:  
Practice for a performance (ukulele and singing) 
 
SUMMER  
Ya What on Earth is beyond our planet? 
Charanga: Mamma Mia. Reflect Rewind Replay 
Arts Week 
 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded 
music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

Y 5 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing 
musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated 
dimensions of music 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded 
music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and 
musicians 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

 develop an understanding of the history of music 

 
KNOWLEDGE 

 style indicators of a given song 

 lyrics are words explaining what a song is about 

 identify main sections of a song introduction, chorus, verse etc. 

 how rhythm, pulse and pitch work together 

 texture of music ( a solo singer creates a thinner texture) 

 instruments included in an orchestra 

 how pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics, texture and structure work 
together and how they connect in a song 

 notation and the link between symbols and sounds 

 the historical context and meaning of certain songs 

 
 

 

Y5 

 I can recognise chord clusters I can talk about the relationship 
between melodies and lyrics. 

 I can talk about my own compositions and those of others 
confidently using musical terms. 

MAKING EXPLORING AND COMPOSING 

Y4 

 I am beginning to explore the pentatonic scale and pitched 
notes or chords which move in steps or leaps. 

 I can compose a simple melody from a selected group of notes 
(i.e. a pentatonic scale). I can compose music with a 
recognisable structure (beginning middle end/chorus and 
verse/ repeating pattern/call and response). 

Y5 

 I am beginning to develop texture by layering rhythmic and or 
melodic ostinatos. I have also explored scales such as 
PENTATONIC, RAG, BLUES, ROCK 

 I can compose descriptive music in groups, using the musical 
using the musical elements and musical devices such as 
repetition, ostinato, drones, combining musical phrases and 
effects. Can write lyrics to match a melody. 

PERFORMING SINGING AND PLAYING 

Y4 

 I can also sing songs showing musical expression with changes 
of tempo and dynamics reflecting mood. I can copy short 
phrases and sing up and down in step independently.  

 I can play by ear simple and known phrases or short melodies 
using tuned instruments (ukulele). I can play music in a metre 
of two or three time. 

Y5 

 In addition I can sing a song with an understanding of its history 
and purpose (i.e. song about the environment, morale songs 
from wartime, protest songs etc.) 

 I can also play and improvise as part of a group and as a solo 
performer. I can play by ear - copy back finding phrases or 
melodies with increasing confidence. 

 

rhythm patterns, musical style, 
rapping, lyrics, choreography, 
digital/electronic sounds, 
turntables, synthesizers, by ear, 
notation, backing vocal, piano, 
organ, acoustic guitar, 
percussion, birdsong, civil 
rights, racism, equality. 
Y5 (words introduced, 
consolidated and used) 
Rock, bridge, backbeat, 
amplifier, chorus, bridge, riff, 
hook, improvise, compose, 
appraising, Bossa Nova, 
syncopation, structure, Swing, 
tune/head, note values, note 
names, Big bands, pulse, 
rhythm, solo, ballad, verse, 
interlude, tag ending, strings, 
piano, guitar, bass, drums, 
melody, cover, Old-school Hip 
Hop, Rap, riff, synthesizer, 
deck, backing loops, Funk, 
scratching, unison, melody, 
cover, pitch, tempo, dynamics, 
timbre, texture, Soul, groove, 
riff, bass line, brass section, 
harmony, melody. 
 
 

Y4,4/5&5 YEAR B: 
 
AUTUMN 
Yb How does Whitby compare to Wombwell? 
Heritage linked folk music shanties and mining 
linked. Charanga: Livin’ on a Prayer 
 
SPRING 
Yb. What was life like in Wombwell during 
WW1? Who were the Ancient Greeks – 
innovation and legacy?  
 
Exploring lyrics and composition. Moral boosting 
lyrics. 
Charanga:   
Practice for a performance  (ukulele and singing) 
 
 
SUMMER 
Yb. Which pants and habitats can be found in 
different habitats around the world? 
Charanga: Jazz 1. Reflect Rewind Replay 
Arts Week 

 

CONCEPTUAL LINKS: 
GEORGRAPHY: National identity captured by artists through time. Styles and colour palettes associated with different cultures and regions.  The importance of art in local identity when contrasting Wombwell and Whitby. 
HISTORY: Importance pottery design through historical periods from functional to ornate, ceremonial. Link between art and design and status/wealth/power. The link between art and documenting historical events. The war artists of WW1. 
Representing the mood of the trenches. 
SCIENCE: Link between aesthetic and functional design and its evolution over time.  Zoological illustration of different species. Link between art and conservation. 
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PSCHE/RE: Importance of colour and art in the Sikh religion. Using art as a way to explore and find out about international culture. Importance/significance of pattern and symmetry in Islamic art. 
 

 

Y6 
DELIVERY METHOD: Music may be timetabled weekly and blocked in preparation for performances or as part of projects running over more sustained periods of time. ENRICHMENT/EXTRA-CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES: May 
include opportunities such as: celebration assemblies and performances, local and national events and competitions, workshops, attending internal and external shows and performances, opportunities to work with 
and talk to professionals, school clubs and visits. 

OUTLINE OF TERMLY LEARNING THEMES – 
Description of historical content and context 

 NC CONTENT: CONTENT, KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS 
What pupils will be taught to do, know and 
understand 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
 

KEY VOCABULARY 
CLASS TEXTS 

AUTUMN 
Extreme Earth: What causes natural disasters?  
Weekly singing, listening and appraising 
Charanga:  Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
 
SPRING 
Who were the Ancient Egyptians? 
What was life like in Wombwell in Victorian Times? 
Weekly singing, listening and appraising  
Charanga: Jazz 2 
 
SUMMER  
What is the story behind chocolate? 
Who were the Mayans? 
Weekly singing, listening and appraising  
Charanga: Music and Identity 
Practice for a performance (end of year show) 
Arts Week 

YEAR 6 
SKILLS/KNOWLEDGE  COVERED 

Y6 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using 
their voices and playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-
quality live and recorded music drawn from different 
traditions and from great composers and musicians 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with 
increasing aural memory 

develop an understanding of the history of music 

KNOWLEDGE 

 notation and the link between symbols and sounds 

 the historical context and meaning of certain songs 

 that we each have a musical identity 

 the notes C, D, E, F, A, G, B on the treble stave 

 instruments that might be played in a band or in an 
orchestra 

 

 

LISTENING AND APPRAISING 

Y6 

 I can recognise and identify features of expression (phrasing, melody, harmony, different 
dynamics, metre, and tempo) in an extract of live or recorded music. 

 I can use musical vocabulary and knowledge to describe confidently features of my own 
composition and those of others. 

MAKING EXPLORING AND COMPOSING 

Y6 

 I can develop texture by layering rhythmic and or melodic ostinatos. I have also explored 
scales such as PENTATONIC, RAG, BLUE 

 I can arrange a song for a class performance with an appropriate pitched and unpitched 
accompaniment. I am beginning to use ICT to record. 

PERFORMING SINGING AND PLAYING 

Y6 

 I can sing a simple second part of a two-part song: maintain own part in a round with 
confidence. 

 I can perform on a range of instruments confidently to an audience. I can maintain my own 
part on a pitched instrument in a small ensemble. I can use ICT to record performances. 

Y6 (words introduced, 
consolidated and used) 
style indicators, 
melody, compose, 
improvise, cover, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, 
tempo, dynamics, 
timbre, texture, 
structure, dimensions 
of music, Neo Soul, 
producer, groove, 
Motown, hook, riff, 
solo, Blues, Jazz, 
improvise/improvisati
on, by ear, melody, 
riff, solo, ostinato, 
phrases, unison, Urban 
Gospel, civil rights, 
gender equality, 
unison, harmony. 

CONCEPTUAL LINKS: 
GEORGRAPHY: National identity captured by artists through time. Styles and colour palettes associated with different cultures and regions.  The importance of art in local identity when contrasting Wombwell and Whitby. 
HISTORY: Importance pottery design through historical periods from functional to ornate, ceremonial. Link between art and design and status/wealth/power. The link between art and documenting historical events. The war artists of WW1. 
Representing the mood of the trenches. 
SCIENCE: Link between aesthetic and functional design and its evolution over time.  Zoological illustration of different species. Link between art and conservation. 
PSCHE/RE: Importance of colour and art in the Sikh religion. Using art as a way to explore and find out about international culture. Importance/significance of pattern and symmetry in Islamic art. 
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