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Thursday 28th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

Information for parents (School Closure January 2021): a few points to note… 
 
I hope you are all OK and that all our key worker parents are remaining up beat and well.  Keep going!  There is no 
other option! 
 
I am writing to the families attending school at present to remind them about a few key points of information. 
 
Drop off / Pick up: 
The drop off and pick up times remain the same at school, for the time being. These are: 
 
Reception – Year 6 (open to key worker / vulnerable children) 
8.30-8.50am flexible drop off - The playground gates are locked promptly at 8.50pm. 
3.05-3.25pm flexible pick up - (Years 4, 5 and 6 are brought down the drive at 3.15pm if you haven’t instructed 
otherwise) 
 
Nursery (fully open to all children) 
8.15-11.15am for morning Nursery 
12.30-3.30pm for afternoon Nursery 
 
Please continue to ensure that you and your family are completely socially distanced to other families when on school 
site.  As much as you are able to stick to the times, the better it is for the school community.  It avoids having people 
congregating and allows for even better social distancing.  The top school gates on to the pathways and playgrounds 
will be opened on or as soon after 8.15am as possible, to allow key workers through to the playground to queue in line 
with the snake markings on the floor, outside each class bubble.  The queuing snake systems outside class rooms 
appears to be working effectively, so this will continue.  
PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU ARRIVE NO LATER THAN 8.50am to avoid your child having unnecessary late marks. 
 
Face masks MUST be worn by all adults (and children who are of secondary school age who may pick their siblings up).  
This is unless anyone has a special medical reason which makes them exempt from this.  Staff will be continuing to 
wear face masks / shields and will actively aim to stay 2m apart from adults, so please do not be upset if we step back, 
we are simply making every effort for our school community to be as safe as possible for as long as possible and remain 
open in line with current Government requirements. 
 
Please can families ensure that only one parent brings their child(ren) to help support us all in social distancing.  It is 
best also if adults and children try to stick to the right-hand side when walking around the school site on paths. 
 
Main Reception area: 
We politely request that parents / carers do NOT come in to the main office / reception area of school.  If you have a 
query, instead please phone, text or email in to the school using the contacts on the letter head and our Admin team will 
be happy to discuss your issue and agree a way of resolving it. 
 
Social Distancing off the school site (on Park Street): 
With fewer children now attending school, this situation should be somewhat better, but please can I remind families to 
socially distance at the bottom of the drive, especially if waiting for their child to walk down the drive.  I know many 
families would join me in thanking you for your co-operation in this matter. 
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I have recently received a letter from a member of the public, asking me to request that parents do not congregate on 
Park Street near the bus stops.  I haven’t seen this personally, but please bear this in mind. 
 
We will continue to have school staff on site supporting children and parents with social distancing but please 
can I encourage adults to take responsibility for themselves and families too when off site.  Your actions will 

also reinforce our message to your children. Thankyou!  
 
Bikes and Scooters: 
Unfortunately, we are still unable to allow children to bring their bikes or scooters to school.  We always encourage 
active ways of travelling to and from school to keep the children healthy, however we feel it would present a safety 
hazard on the school drive and pathways, because of the limited room (especially for those with pushchairs, prams, 
wheelchairs and mobility scooters). The bike / scooter ramp may also be a ‘hotbed’ for germs.  Thank you for your 
understanding and as soon as we are able to resume we will of course let you know. 
 
Attendance of key workers and vulnerable children during school closure: 
Please ensure that you continue to follow the attendance procedures at Park Street.  If your child is booked in to come 
to school, but on the day is not able to (or you have changed your mind) please always do phone, email or text in to 
school to inform us of the reasons why. 
 
If your child has been offered a place but does not need it on all five days of the week (due to you having child care for 
them at home, for example), then please ensure your child accesses Seesaw and completes their work for that day at 
home.  We are trying very hard to ensure teaching and learning is continued in line with our curriculum plans and if your 
child is not in school one day, then they will miss out on the progression of learning being planned by staff, if they do not 
access Seesaw.  
 
If the reason for absence is due to your child being ill and therefore unable to carry out any learning, it is important that 
you let us know by 9am on the day so that the absence can be accurately recorded on the class register. 
 
Working with Public Health England (PHE): 
We continue to work closely with our Local Authority (LA) and PHE when we have any suspected cases of COVID-19 in 
school, whether this be staff, children or household members.  I can assure you that we will continue to act quickly to 
ensure we are all kept as safe as possible.  We will notify you of any issues in relation to COVID-19 through texts and 
emails.  I would ask that in the event of us having to close a bubble etc, you respect school staff and children’s families 
and try not to scare monger others, especially on social media. 
 
If your child (or any household members) does have to have a test, we ask that you contact school and inform us ASAP 
along with written confirmation of the result so we can update our records. This can be sent to 
parkstreet@ecmtrust.co.uk .  This is especially important if this occurs at the weekend – our SLT (Senior Leadership 
Team) are still checking the email inbox so we can act as swiftly as possible, if needs be. 
 
This week, our school staff and school community are engaging in the Lateral Flow Testing and will be carrying out the 
tests at home twice a week. We believe that the potential of early detection of a positive result will further enhance the 
safety of everyone.  
 
Physical Education (PE): 
Children are asked to bring their PE kits in to school on a Monday and then take home on a Friday for a wash. They can 
then be brought again on the following Monday.  Staff will continue to regularly spray the bags in the cloakroom with 
Aqueous Ozone spray in an attempt once again to limit any cross contamination.  We are trying to ensure that PE is 
taught outside as much as possible,  Now we are fully in to the winter months, we recommend that your child also 
brings black jogging bottoms / leggings and a jumper, along with trainers, so they are suitably dressed for the 
outdoors.  If there is light rain or it is very cold, they will be encouraged to wear their coat too.  This only applies to 
children in Years 1 – 6 at this stage (this does not apply to Year 1s in Team CC as they have continuous access to 
Physical Development provision). 
 
Can parents also please note that jewellery should not be worn for school and if children do, they should be able to take 
it off themselves, for PE.  
 
Water Bottles: 
Please can all parents ensure that their child comes to school with a water bottle, clearly labelled with their name.  
Water really helps the children to: stay refreshed throughout the day; be more responsive to learning; keep happy and 
healthy. Bottles can be purchased from the school office at a cost of £1.20.  We normally have a supply of plastic cups 
in the main office for any children who don’t bring a water bottle and if they request a drink, but we are trying really hard 
to prevent children and staff coming out of their bubbles.  If you could ensure the children come to school with a bottle of 
water, it would be very much appreciated. 
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The windows will be open…! 
New Government guidance strongly advises that, where possible, windows should always be open in schools to 
encourage effective ventilation.  With this in mind, we welcome children to bring an extra jumper / cardigan to school, to 
keep them warm.  We would like the children to remain in school uniform, but if they want to bring an extra non-uniform 
jumper to put on top of their school uniform cardigan / jumper, then this is fine! 
 
 
Early Years Outdoor Area: 
Please can all parents ensure that their children are NOT playing on the outdoor equipment in the Early Years area 
where Nursery, Team WP and Team CC are dropped off / collected.  This helps us with minimising any risk of cross 
contamination and also on occasions the area is set up for the start of the day and children playing with the equipment 
means it is not always organised for teaching and learning.  Your support in this matter is much appreciated by our 
EYFS teaching teams. 
 
Bringing buns and sweets from home on birthdays: 
Many children and families like to send in cakes and buns when it is a birthday, to share with their team friends – this is 
a perfectly lovely thing to do in normal circumstances.  However, given our current situation, I ask that if you do wish to 
celebrate your child’s birthday in this way that you send in, for example, a party bag of Haribos, where there are 
individual packets within a larger one to distribute. 
 
Bringing things from home: 
It is OK for the children to bring their coat, bag, lunch box and PE kit in to school but please can parents ensure their 
children do not bring anything else in from home (unless specifically stated on your child’s Education, Health and Care 
Plan, should they have one).  This is really important and helps significantly in preventing any spread or cross 
contamination. 
 
Lunches: 
A varied lunch time menu including a hot option is now in place for the children attending school.  Yr1 - 6 will continue to 
eat their lunches in their class bubbles and Reception classes continue to use the hall in 2 sittings. 
 
Any children in receipt of free school meals (FSMs) can continue to have their free meal in school, if they are attending.  
As well as this, children who are in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to Universal Infant FSMs and can continue 
to order their daily school meal for free. 
 
If your child receives FSM but is only in school on a part time basis and you would like them to have a FSM on the days 
when they are at home, we ask that you let our Admin Team know by 9.30am then a ‘Grab-a-bag’ option will be ordered 
and you will be able to collect this from school at lunchtime. 
 
Key workers 
As per the recent letters from ECM Trust and BMBC, if you are a key worker and can safely keep your child at home 
some or all of the time this would be preferred. Thank you to all the families who are already supporting school with this. 
 
MAC and Kidz Club: 
MAC and Kidz Club still remain open for all key worker families.  Should you not have registered initially and now 
require a space, please email in to parkstreet@ecmtrust.co.uk and liaise with the Admin team.  We will aim to support 
where we possibly can. 
 
PLEASE ENSURE THAT ADULTS DO NOT ENTER THE BUILDING WHEN DROPPING OFF OR COLLECTING FOR 

THE CLUBS. The club staff will greet your child at the door. 
 
 
Many thanks for all of your ongoing support and understanding, we really are so very grateful! 
 
Take care everyone and if we can help in any way, please get in touch!  We are here to help! 
 
Kind regards – hang in there key workers. 
 
 
Mrs C Lawson 
Headteacher 
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