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Thursday 5th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

Welcome back to Autumn 2! 
 

Welcome back to school after what I hope has been a lovely, restful week for you and the children.  I am just 
writing with a few reminders and news items for you. 
 
Parental Evenings: 
As many of you will know, we usually hold parental meetings in the first two weeks after October half term 
and February half term and then we have held an optional parental drop in session in the last week of the 
summer term.  These meetings provide you with the opportunity to get an update on your child’s progress, to 
view some samples of their work and to provide you with any targets to focus on at home, should you wish 
to. 
 
Obviously, given the current climate these arrangements are no longer possible.  Of course, we still want to 
keep you as informed as possible about your child’s learning and happiness in school and celebrate their 
progress with you. Over this week and next, class teachers will be writing short summary reports in the time 
that they would normally be holding parental meetings.  These will then be sent home to you in due course. 
Should you wish to discuss any content with your child’s class teacher, then simply phone, email or message 
in to school. 
 
Drop off and pick up arrangements – a few reminders: 
Flexible drop off times are being used to ensure a steady stream of parents and children entering and exiting 
the school site. For Reception – Year 6 pupils, this is 8.30-8.50am for drop off and then 3.05-3.25pm for pick 
up.  For year 4-6 pupils, unless you notify us otherwise, your child will be sent out of class at the normal end 
of day time – 3.15pm.  The early drop off and later pick up slots are to be used primarily by key worker 
parents.  
 
Please try not to be too early on site for the collection at the end of the day.  Children are using the outside 
areas continually and this could breach our tight safeguarding systems in place at school.  The gate on to the 
playground will be opened no earlier than 8.15am in the morning and 2.55pm in the afternoon.  No one wants 
others congregating at the moment, so please try your best to adhere to these times.  Please note that the 
gates to the playground will be closed and locked at 8.50am promptly.  Children should be in their 
classrooms ready for morning registers to be taken at this time.  Please ensure that you arrive before 
the gates are closed and avoid having to enter school via the main reception.  This helps to cut down any 
added risk of contact putting both yourselves and staff at unnecessary risk. 
 
Please can I also remind parents of the 2m distanced queuing systems which we have outside of the 
classrooms.  Children should always be stood with adults (and not playing with children from other bubbles) 
on school site, using the 2m markings.  Face masks should be worn by ALL adults whilst on school site. 
 
Given that our country is going into another national lockdown from today, may I also ask that only one adult 
is on school site per family and that families do not walk up / down the drive together.  Government guidance 
on this is clear – only one household member can meet one other member of another household outside, so 
families should be on their own when on school site. 
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EYFS area: 
Please ensure that children do NOT play on the equipment in the outside EYFS area.  This includes the 
climbing frame and other equipment.  It is not safe for the children to be on such areas without teacher 
supervision and it will compromise all the hard work we are doing in school to keep bubbles separate and 
equipment clean.  Many thanks for your support with this – staff will be reminding parents and children of this. 
 
School lunch options: 
We have been working hard as a school with our catering team and kitchen staff, to ensure a better lunch 
time offer.  The trial of introducing a few ‘warm’ options has worked well and has enabled us to put systems 
in place for lunch time staff.  We are now able to widen that offer further.  I am sure you will join me in 
thanking our lunch time staff for this – it is lovely to be able to offer the children something warmer given the 
colder winter months in front of us.  Our SMSA team too are doing a truly sterling job of looking after our 
bubbles at lunch time and making sure they have the best service!  THANK YOU! 
 
Home learning – what to expect if your child’s bubble is closed? 
As you know we had to close Team AF’s bubble in Autumn 1 and have since been planning a quality 
provision for children when they are off school and self-isolating.  If your child has to self-isolate individually, 
then work will be posted on Seesaw for them to complete during the day by their teacher.  If your child has to 
self-isolate because their bubble closes completely, then a member of staff will set up Zoom meetings with all 
the class to explain the work for the day and check in with the children.  The children will then be able to 
access this work on Seesaw throughout the day, with staff providing feedback and then another Zoom will be 
set up towards the end of the school day to celebrate learning and once again check in with the children.  
This model was trialled during Team AF’s closure and worked very well.  Parental feedback suggested the 
daily Zoom check-ins made such a different to the children’s attitude towards completing work at home and 
also provided them with an opportunity to see their friends and special adults at school, supporting their 
mental health and wellbeing. 
 
MAC and Kidz Club – an update: 
I have had a number of questions asked about before / after school provision recently.  So far this year, we 
have not been able to use the hall for such clubs and we have had to prioritise the safe reopening of class 
bubbles.  Some space has now been made in the hall by staff and I am now consulting with the wider Trust 
staff, exploring a further risk assessment to see if the reopening of either of these clubs can be done in a safe 
manner.  I will be in touch as soon as this has taken place, hopefully with some sort of offer for after school 
care.  I really understand just how important these clubs are to parents and I thank you for your patience in 
allowing us to focus our attentions on the safe reopening of the school as a priority. 
 
Ventilation in classrooms: 
Recent research has found that the COVID-19 virus can ‘hang’ in the air in closed spaces much more than 
what was originally thought.  I have since reminded staff to ensure effective ventilation in classrooms to 
encourage a through flow of air.  Obviously, we do not want the children (and staff) to feel the cold too much 
and get a chill, but effective ventilation is crucial.  As a result, please could you ensure your child is sent to 
school each day with a cardigan or jumper for them to wear when in class.  Our school is a very warm 
school, so hopefully the windows being open will not cause too much disruption! 
 
Christmas: 
Those of you who know Park Street well, know there is nothing more we love than a good performance!  
Performing Arts are a passion of ours!  So many of our children thrive when performing and I am a true 
believer that opportunities to perform help children’s confidence and skills in other areas to flourish too.  We 
normally love holding team Christmas celebrations, where parents are invited in to school to have a cup of 
coffee, piece of cake and watch their lovely children sing and take part in a Christmas performance.  In 
addition, those in Nursery visit Chatsworth normally, with their families and school staff. 
 
Obviously, some of these arrangements are going to look a lot different this year!  As a school team we are 
busy thinking of different options.  We want to provide you with the best offer we can – but also need to be 
wary of safeguarding issues which could arise, should we post videos online for you to watch for example.  
So, watch this space and we will do the best we can, whilst still trying to help the children academically ‘catch 
up’. 
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We will still try to make sure, somehow, that our children experience a Christmas lunch in school and will 
continue with a festive jumper day as normal.  Teams will also have party days but we will be unable to run 
these as year group celebrations, as we have in the past.  Please be assured we will do all we can to make 
the special time as glittery as possible for the children. 
 
Each year a few parents ask if they can donate a Christmas gift, which could go to another child in school 
(whose family may be struggling financially).  Mrs Hitchens (Parent Support Advisor) always ensures these 
do go to families, who are always tremendously grateful!  The same can apply this year – we will just ensure 
the donations quarantine before Mrs Hitchens takes them to family homes to distribute!  Should you wish to 
donate a toy as a gift, then please send them with your child in to school and they will then be sent down to 
Mrs Hitchens for quarantine!  THANK YOU! 
 
As we have mentioned previously, as a staff team we LOVE receiving presents from the children.  However, 
this year (more so than any other), we feel it is very important that families do NOT feel the need to have to 
stretch themselves to do this.  We love the job, school and children but we don’t need extra presents from 
you!  Please instead, spend the money on an extra present for your child OR donate food to school for our 
school food bank.  Mrs Hitchens will use any donated food to make up hampers for our more vulnerable 
families.  You can donate this by sending it in a carrier bag with your child in to class and it will then be sent 
down to Mrs Hitchens. 
 
Message from Mrs Hitchens (PSA): if anyone needs any support up to and over the Christmas period, 
please let her know and she will do her upmost to support.  This will always be managed confidentially in 
school. 
 
Attendance: 
I want to say a HUGE well done to our children for their excellent attendance and punctuality this first half 
term of the year!  The children have been on time and attended extremely well – there are even 
improvements on last year, which is brilliant to report.  Our current attendance (excluding those who have 
had to self-isolate) is 97.4%, above our target and the National average for the UK.  Well done PARK 
STREET! 
 
Excellent attendance is especially important this year as we have a huge ‘catch up’ programme underway 
here in school, to encourage children to catch up lost learning quickly.  I have to say I have been very 
impressed with the children’s attitudes towards learning quickly and the staff’s commitment to prioritise 
learning! 
 
The team with the top attendance for Autumn 1 is TEAM GG with a whopping 99.3%!  This team of children 
and staff are invited to wear non-uniform on Friday 6th November as a reward for excellent attendance!  Well 
done! 
 
Wellbeing at Park Street: 
Wellbeing, now so more than ever, has to be a priority for all of us.  As part of our annual School 
Improvement Plan for 2020-21, we have wellbeing for children and staff as a priority.  This last INSET Day in 
November has been based purely on professional development for staff in how to better look after ourselves 
and our colleagues.  Our staff team is a close team who already work hard to look after each other, but any 
top tips we have gained from the training we will pass on to the children and yourselves. 
 
Changes to staffing: 
This October half term we have said goodbye to Mrs Frisby (Cover Supervisor in Team GG) and Mrs Hooley 
(Teaching Assistant in Team JD).  Mrs Frisby has retired and I am sure you will join me in wishing her a very 
long and relaxing retirement.  Mrs Hooley has continued her career as a Teaching Assistant, moving to her 
children’s school.  Both members of staff were incredibly sad to be leaving the Park Street Team, as we are 
about them moving on!  We have been able to recruit two lovely new Teaching Assistants to school – Miss K 
Murray will now be supporting in Team GG and Mrs R Robinson in Team JD. 
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We have also taken the opportunity to expand our cover team in school!  Miss C Stuart and Mrs S Sykes 
remain Teaching Assistants within their classes, but will also be covering classes on an ad-hoc basis when in 
their new roles as Cover Supervisors.  We wish them lots of good luck! 
We also welcome two new SMSA’s to our Park Street lunchtime team this half term, Miss V Swallow in Team 
WP and Mrs H Goodings in Team CC. 
 
Harvest Festival: 
A big thank you to everyone who donated food for the Harvest Festival.  Around three quarters of the food 
went to our local food bank and around a quarter has remained in school and has been added to our school’s 
food bank.  This continues to support our families who are in need of such support.  THANK YOU! 
 
Halloween Raffle! 
As you know we were fortunate enough to have a Halloween Hamper donated to us by TESCO prior to the 
half term holidays.  This competition was run over just a few days and raised an astonishing £215!  This is 
brilliant!  The money will be given back to the children in a suitable way, to continue to improve our school.  
THANK YOU! 
 
Baby Baxter has arrived!: 
As many of you will know, Miss Baxter has not been in school recently.  We are very pleased and excited to 
announce that just before the holidays she had a baby boy!  Both mum and baby are doing really well and 
the family are all very happy with their new bundle of joy! 
 
As always, thank you for your continued support for our school.  Should you have any queries or questions, 
do not hesitate to contact staff in school on text / email or phone. 
 

Stay safe and well everyone! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs C Lawson 
Headteacher 


