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Friday 5th February 2021 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 

Zoom, Seesaw and Attendance Expectations 
 
Further to the Government decision to impose restrictions for school openings from 5th January 2021, schools 
were set the expectation of ensuring continued support to those children learning from home.  We had to work 
really quickly and hard as a staffing team to create a suitable remote learning platform (Seesaw) along with a 
timetable of Zoom meetings to enable the families with siblings to attend at different times. On the whole, this 
seems to be working really well! We thank those parents who have provided such positive feedback in this area 
and have been so proactive in ensuring their children are engaged and learning! 
 
Unfortunately, a small amount of pupils are still not accessing Seesaw or attending Zoom calls with their class and 
teacher. This is causing us some concern. Not only are these children losing out on learning, but also we care 
about their wellbeing and need to know they are safe and well.  In addition, the Government expectation of 
accounting for every child daily, is still paramount.  
  
Because we have to report on all of our children’s safety / wellbeing and engagement in home learning, the 
following measures have been put in place to ensure that everyone is engaging with school and are suitably 
safeguarded: 
 

All pupils who are not in school need to: 

 Attend their daily Zoom call at the designated time to enable an ‘attendance mark’ to be given 
for the day and for your child to be classified as ‘engaging in remote learning’ 

 Submit learning via Seesaw on a daily basis and engage in remote learning tasks set by their 
class teacher 

 
Why are daily Zooms essential for your child to attend? The daily Zoom: 

 Enables school to see each child and confirm that they are safe, well and happy 

 Enables school to confirm and account for each child’s attendance, as would normally been done in school 

 Enables children to keep in contact with their class teacher and support staff and maintain good 
relationships 

 Enables children to see some of their class friends, so they can maintain those good relationships 

 Allows for the teacher to clarify each child’s learning for the day and set expectations – they will find their 
learning easier! 

 Allows for children to ask questions about their learning, so they can be as successful as possible when 
completing it 

 Allows for children to thrive on routines. 
 

Why is daily remote learning on Seesaw important? 

 Enables your child to maintain a routine for learning, which will ultimately make it much easier for your 
child to transition back in to full time schooling soon 

 Enables your child to ‘keep up’ with learners in school as work on Seesaw is in line with curriculum plans 
and that which is being completed in school 

 Enables staff to give feedback to your child and monitor their personal progress more accurately 

 Allows for your child to feel engaged and for them to be stimulated and motivated with learning. 
 
 
 
 

 

Wombwell Park Street Primary School 
Park Street, Wombwell, Barnsley, S73 0HS 

Tel: 01226 752029 
Email: parkstreet@ecmtrust.co.uk        Website: www.wombwellparkstreet.co.uk 

 
Chief Executive Officer of the ECM Trust: Mrs G Foster-Wilson 

Headteacher: Mrs C Lawson 
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs L Longden 

 



 

 

Wombwell Park Street Primary School is proud to be part of the 

 
Possible issues with Zoom / Seesaw 
 

Issues: Solutions: 

No internet access Speak to school as they may be able to provide a SIM card. 
Alternatively school may be able to request a router 

No suitable phone / tablet / or other 
electronic device 

Speak to school who may be able to support with equipment and advice 

Parent working at the time of the 
Zoom 

Speak to school for advice about how the Zoom call could be set up prior to 
working or alternatively we can support other family members who may be 
looking after your child 

Child is at child minders Speak to your childminder or school for supportive suggestions 

Child anxiety and apprehension 
about going on a Video call 

If your child is nervous then ease them in to it at first and suggest keeping 
their video off to begin with until they get used to it and feel comfortable to 
put their video on. 
Speak to school for staff to encourage your child to attend. A one off 
individual session can be arranged for your child. 

Parent anxiety and apprehension 
about their child going on a Video 
call 

If you are nervous about your child being on a video call then it is OK for 
your child to have their video off.  However, we would work towards this 
being on as it does help staff to know exactly who is on the call if videos are 
on – in line with our safeguarding procedures 
Speak to school to discuss the safety aspects behind Zoom calls. 

Parent working during the day Work is scheduled to be available from 8am each day, so possibly this could 
be looked at / printed off or discussed with your child prior to your work own 
commitments. 
If this still isn’t suitable, then we are more than willing to accept work to be 
submitted at any time during the day/evening. 
Speak to school who may be able to offer further suggestions. 

Parent unable to work Seesaw due 
to lack of IT skills 

Speak to school who will be able to support with equipment and advice. 
There are supportive videos which demonstrate efficient usage of the 
platform: see below 
https://www.loom.com/share/65f945217cbc443a92f5e4f743b986aa 

 
Actions to be taken 
Each child not attending school should access Zoom calls and Seesaw daily.  If there is a reason why your child 
cannot attend the Zoom, then please inform the main school office and this message will be passed to our Senior 
Leadership Team and to classes.  If your child is ill and unable to attend a Zoom call or access Seesaw, then 
please inform school by 9am each day, in the usual way so this can be recorded. Please always make sure your 
child’s name on Zoom is their actual name to ensure staff know who is on the call. 
 
School procedures around non-attendance on Zoom 
If your child is not on Zoom, then please expect the following procedures to be actioned: 
 

Action 1 Text sent out to request the reason for non-attendance on Zoom – please respond ASAP 

Action 2 Letter sent out to reiterate the importance of Zoom and the expectation to attend every day 

Action 3 A phone call from a member of the Senior Leadership team OR Education Welfare Officer 

Ongoing Home visit to ensure welfare of child and possible Education Welfare Service referral 

 
Should you need any further advice, please consult our web page, which has further information: 
https://www.wombwellparkstreet.co.uk/remote-learning.html 
 

Keep up all the hard work!  We are all really proud of you!   
Please contact us by email parkstreet@ecmtrust.co.uk if you need any help at all!  

Mr Fidment is our lead on support and advice around home learning, but is also one of our Year 5 
teachers, so he will get back to you as soon as possible when he isn’t with his class. 

 
 
 

Yours sincerely, 
Mrs C Lawson (Headteacher) 
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